THE PRAGUE SUMMER PROGRAM
ORIENTATION BOOKLET 2017

We've tried to present the information herein clearly and concisely. Please take some time to study this
booklet as soon as possible; the first questions you may wish to ask the PSP staff will very likely
already be answered in this booklet. We are confident that as so many over the past twenty-two years
have expressed joy at being in Prague in July to study and make art, even as they were learning about
another culture, you will, too. If this is your first visit to Prague, be prepared for at least a little "culture
shock"; it will fade quickly into unabashed wonder. Also be prepared to learn more in the next four
weeks than most diehard expatriates learn in a year.

Daily Life in Prague
Transportation: With your orientation materials, you received a transit pass which will allow
you to use all of Prague's excellent public transportation services (bus, tram, metro, ferry) for the
duration of your stay. YOU MUST CARRY YOUR PASS AT ALL TIMES! Checks are random and
if you are caught on public transport without your pass you will be charged 1500CZK (about 64 USD).
When finding your way using public transport, we suggest you make the public transportation´s
official website your guide: dpp.cz/en. If you click TRANSPORT AROUND PRAGUE and then
JOURNEY PLANNER, you can find routes to wherever you´re going along with exact departure
times.
Cabs on the streets may overcharge you. We recommend calling one of the following: Nejlevnější
Taxi (always cheapest), Profi Taxi, and AAA (contacts below).
Taxi contacts (enter +420 first if calling from a non-Czech phone):
Nejlevnější Taxi: 226 000 226
Profi Taxi: 14 0 15
AAA: 14 0 14

Phoning home: If your family, friends, and significant others wish to call you while you´re in
Prague, be sure to remind them that when they dial a Czech number they must first dial +420. All
hotel units have phones from which one may receive calls. You may request the direct number for
your room upon check-in. We strongly recommend you simply use Skype, or similar on-line
calling. For phoning inside the country, you may request one of our (very basic) PSP phones.

Postal Services: The central post office (Jindřišská 14 near the Museum metro stop, on the C line)
is open from 2 a.m. to 12 a.m., seven days a week. The post office nearest the hotel is right around the
corner, on Podolská 21 (open from 8a.m. to 6p.m. on weekdays only). Orange mailboxes on the streets
are for stamped post, which is collected several times a day. International postage to countries both
inside and outside the EU is 25,00 CZK for letters up to 50g.

Copying and printing: You may print at the hotel for 3CZK a page or at Copy General
(Londýnská 57) for 2,50CZK under 100 pages and 2,20 above 100 pages. Copying at Copy General
may be done by PSP staff members (contact the staff).

Medical and Dental: There are several options for medical, dental, or emergency care. English
speaking facilities are available at: Doctor – Health Centre Prague, International Clinic
(Vodičkova 28, www.doctor-prague.cz), at the Polyclinic at Národní (Národní 9,
poliklinikanarodni.cz/en/) or at Canadian Medical Care (several clinics, see website for details,
www.cmcpraha.cz/en-US) A pharmacy open 24 hours a day is at Palackého 5 in the Old Town and at
Vítězné náměstí 13, Prague 6. There is also a pharmacy just down the street from the hotel on your
way to the tram stop which is open from 7am to 6pm on weekdays only. Generally, you will have to
pay about 1000-1500 CZK up front per doctor´s visit, even if you have travel insurance. Most
importantly: Do not hesitate to contact PSP staff with your medical needs. They will assist you both
in scheduling an appointment and getting you to your appointment. They may also pick up medication
for you. (See next page for medical contacts.)

Doctor´s appointment contacts (enter +420 first if calling from a non-Czech phone):
Doctor – Health Centre Prague: 603 433 833, 603 481 361
Polyclinic at Národní: 222 075 119, 222 075 120
Canadian Medical Care: 235 360 133, 724 300 301
Emergency Medical Service: 155

Money Exchange: The conversion rate for Czech crowns and US dollars is usually around
25CZK to 1 USD. We strongly recommend that, upon your arrival in Prague, you take out about
2000CZK from an ATM (“Bankomat”). It´s best to take out larger amounts of cash from an ATM
rather than to pay with your credit card everywhere, as you are generally charged for each use of your
credit card abroad (there are also some establishments in Prague that do not take credit cards). ATM
machines are the quickest, most efficient means of accessing your funds at home, and give the best
conversion rates. There are ATMs located around the corner from the hotel, across from the post
office. Avoid all moneychangers on the streets! They'll always rip you off.

Laundry, Groceries, etc.: Hotel Inos may wash your laundry on weekdays if you bring it
down to the reception (details are in the Inos info booklet in your room.) There are a couple Americanstyle Laundromats in Prague. We recommend Andy's Laundromat (praguelaundromat.cz). There are
many small grocery stores in residential areas, including the area around hotel Inos. These stores
generally only take cash. Praguers like to recycle, so please do so, too. The nearest recycling bins are
just to the left up the street from the hotel. The tap water is drinkable so we encourage you to drink
it rather than buying bottled water.

Safety Tips: European cities are generally safer than cities in the United States, but one should be
vigilant as a visitor to any city in the world. Violent crime is rarer in Prague than in U.S. cities and in
Western European cities, for example, but crimes of stealth are quite common. Every other year a PSP
student or faculty member is robbed on a tram or the Metro. Hold your purse close to you at all times
on public transportation, and put your backpacks in front of you. Keep your wallets in your front
pockets, and don't carry any more cash, credit cards, or identification cards than needed. Never leave
your bag unattended anywhere. Make a Xerox copy of your passport before you leave the U.S., and
keep it with you so you may leave your passport in your room (where there are safes)! In case of
emergency, please contact PSP staff. See below for emergency contacts.
Emergency contacts (enter +420 first if calling from a non-Czech phone):
Emergency (police, ambulance, fire dpt.):112
Czech Police: 158
Prague Police: 156
Central Police Station (specialized in helping tourists 24/7): 947-851-750

Readings
Reading, Q&A and lecture on Czech literary scene with Sylva Fischerová (4.7., 7:30pm
at Shakespeare and Sons)
Sylva Fischerová is one of the most formidable Czech poets of her generation. Daughter of a
non-Marxist philosopher whose work was banned under the communist régime, she is a
distinguished classicist who teaches at Charles University in Prague and writes poetry with a
vivid imagination as well as historical reach. She has published nine volumes of poetry in
Czech, and her poetry has been translated and published in numerous languages. Two earlier
selections of her poems in English translation were published by Bloodaxe Books (The
Tremor of Racehorses, 1990; The Swing in the Middle of Chaos, 2010). Stomach of the Soul, a
bilingual collection of her poems in Czech and English, translated by the author with Stuart
Friebert and Andrew J. Hauner, was published by Calypso Editions, USA, in 2014. She is the
editor of the bilingual Prague River Anthology A Giant Barrel of Rotgut/Dryák ředěný
Vltavou, published by the Municipal Library of Prague in 2016. She also writes prose, essays,
and books for children.
Reading and Q&A with Stuart Dybek (5.7., 7:30pm at Shakespeare and Sons)
Two new collections of fiction by Stuart Dybek, Ecstatic Cahoots and Paper Lantern, were
published by FSG in 2014. His previous books of fiction are Childhood and Other
Neighborhoods, The Coast of Chicago, and I Sailed with Magellan. He has also published two
volumes of poetry, Brass Knuckles and Streets In Their Own Ink. His work is widely
anthologized and has appeared in The New Yorker, Harpers, The Atlantic, Tin House, Granta,
Zoetrope, Ploughshares, and Poetry. Dybek’s literary awards include the PEN/Bernard
Malamud Prize for “distinguished achievement in the short story,” a Lannan Award, the
Academy Institute Award in Fiction from the American Academy of Arts and Letters, a
Guggenheim Fellowship, a Whiting Writer’s Award, the Harold Washington Literary Award,
two fellowships from the National Endowment for the Arts, and four O’Henry Prizes. His
work has appeared in Best American Poetry and in Best American Fiction. In 2007, he was
awarded both a John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation Fellowship and the Rea
Award for the Short Story. He is the Distinguished Writer in Residence at Northwestern
University.
Reading and Q&A with Robert Eversz (10.7., at 7:30pm at Shakespeare and Sons)
Robert Eversz is the author of seven novels, including Gypsy Hearts, an expatriate novel set
in Prague and Budapest, and given a starred review by Kirkus. His other novels
include Shooting Elvis, named best crime novel of the year in the Oslo’s leading daily
paper, Aftenposten, and best comic novel in the Manchester Guardian; Killing Paparazzi,
which was named among the best books of 2002 by the Washington Post Book
World; Digging James Dean, listed as an Editor’s Choice in the Boston Globe and Mystery of
the Month by BookPage; and Zero to the Bone, given a starred review by Publisher’s
Weekly and listed by January Magazine as one of the best books of 2006. His novels have
been translated into 15 languages, including Czech and Slovak. In 2007, he served as the final
judge for the AWP Award Series In the Novel, and was Writer In Residence at Western
Michigan University for two years. He helped found the Prague Summer Writer’s Workshop,
now the Prague Summer Program, and has maintained at least part-time residence in Prague
since 1992.

Symposium on Publishing (12.7., 7:30pm at Shakespeare and Sons)
Authors Richard Katrovas and Robert Eversz speak with Hana Zahradníková about the
publishing business. The symposium is aimed at young writers and will mostly take the form
of a Q&A.
Hana Zahradníková holds a degree in English and Czech literature and linguistics from
Charles University, Prague. She has worked as an EFL and CFL teacher, and taught English
and Czech at high school. She has translated fiction and poetry of, among others, Michael
Ondaatje, J.K. Rowling, Chris Cleave, Geraldine Brooks, and Robert Eversz. Currently she
works as an acquiring editor for one of the oldest and biggest Czech independent publishers,
Argo.
Reading and Q&A with Joshua Mensch (14.7., 7:30pm at Shakespeare and Sons)
Joshua Mensch is a poet and one of the founding editors of B O D Y. His poems have
appeared in Plume, Brick, The Collagist, Smartish Pace, and elsewhere. He is the author of
BECAUSE, a book-length poem forthcoming from W.W. Norton & Co. in 2018. He lives in
Prague, Czech Republic.
Reading and Q&A with Richard Katrovas (17.7., 7:30pm at Shakespeare and Sons)
Founding director of the Prague Summer Program, Richard Katrovas is the author of eight
collections of poetry, among them Dithyrambs (Carnegie Mellon, 1998), Prague Winter
(Carnegie Mellon, 2004), Scorpio Rising: Selected Poems (Carnegie Mellon, 2011) and the
forthcoming Swastika to Lotus (Carnegie Mellon). He is also the author of a book of short
stories, Prague, U.S.A. (Portals, 1997); a memoir, The Republic of Burma Shave (Carnegie
Mellon, 2001); a novel, Mystic Pig (Smallmouth, 2001, Oleander, 2008); and the “anecdotal
memoir” The Years of Smashing Bricks (Carnegie Mellon, 2007). His most recent book is the
memoir-in-essays Raising Girls in Bohemia: Meditations of an American Father (Three
Room Press, New York: 2014). His poems, essays and stories have appeared widely, and won
numerous grants and awards. He was editor for Ten Years After the Velvet Revolution: Voices
from the Czech Republic (New Orleans Review, Special Double Issue, Spring, 2000).
Katrovas witnessed the Velvet Revolution on a Fulbright in 1989, and has been a resident of
Prague with his three daughters and yogini wife for much of each year since. He taught for the
University of New Orleans for twenty years, and joined the faculty of Western Michigan
University in the fall of 2002.

Walking Tours
Tour of Prague Center (7.3. at 2:30pm): This is a general walking tour of Prague´s center
with Miloš Čuřík. The tour should provide an initial understanding of the layout of Prague
and familiarize the participants with some of Prague´s hidden treasures. The walking tour
begins at the foot of Wenceslas square, near the Museum and Můstek stops.
Kafka Tour (7.10. at 2:30pm): Charles´ university´s Czech literature professor Petr Bílek
will take you through Kafka´s old haunting grounds. The tour begins at the Faculty of Arts on
the Staroměstská stop.
Graveyard Tour (7.15. at 2:30pm): Charles´ university´s Czech literature professor Petr
Bílek will take you through the fascinating Olšany cemeteries. Through an exploration of
graves and monuments, both old and contemporary, Petr Bílek provides his typical sarcastic
analysis of culture and literature. The tour begins in the vestibule of the Flóra metro stop.

About the guides:
Dr. Petr A. Bílek is the chair of the Department of Czech and Comparative Literature at
Charles University in Prague and is a prominent Czech literary theorists and historians of the
middle generation. He has published numerous books dealing with contemporary poetry and
contemporary theories of interpretations of narratives, along with a number of articles in
Czech, English, French, Italian, Russian, Hungarian, Japanese, and Slovak. In 1994-1995, he
was a Visiting Professor at Brown University. In 1995 he received a Mellon Post Doctoral
Scholarship to continue his research there for two more years. He returned to Brown
University as a Visiting Professor in the Spring of 2000.
Miloš Čuřík is an independent art consultant, professional tourist guide, art collector, and
traveler. He was an influential figure in the Czech alternative art scene during the communist
regime. After graduating from the Secondary Technical School of Chemistry, he studied
Theory of Culture and Aesthetics at the Philosophical Faculty of the Charles University in
Prague. He was managing director of the Jazz and Rock Music Centre in Prague, which he
established in 1974, as well as the Labyrinth Multimedia Art Centre and Film Centre and
worked as a dramaturg for very influential cultural organization like the Jazz Society. He was
behind, among other important events, a memorable Prague concert by Nico, former singer of
the Velvet Underground, which made him one of the main characters in the 2017
movie Nico by Sussana Nicchiavelli. His art shows and concerts drew big crowds of young
people which led inevitably to him being interrogated and oppressed by the Secret police. His
various cultural activities are well documented in many books and magazines.
He started to freelance as a touristic guide in 1979 and founded his own Arts + Music Travel
in 1992. In his custom-tailored itineraries he focuses on history, architecture, visual art and
music. He has had many notable clients from the fields of music, art, architecture, journalism,
literature etc. He was featured, among other programs, on the Discovery Travel Channel
in Not Your Average Guide, Samantha Brown´s Passport to Europe-Prague as her host or
Conn Jackson´s Get Connected as his host. He contributed to National Geographic Traveler
Prague + Czech Republic 2017 with insider tips. He is listed by Travel + Leisure
Magazine (April 2011) among the World´s Greatest Tour Guides.

Fieldtrips
Body and Mind Tour: Kutná Hora and Bohemian Paradise
Date: 7.15., 8am (from hotel Inos)
Cost: 1000 CZK (about 43 USD)
Capacity: 8 students
This is a tour of the medieval town of Kutná Hora (UNESCO World
Cultural Herritage) and a hike among the sandstone formations of the
Prachovice mountains in the Bohemian Paradise. The trip includes a
guided tour of the Sedlec Ossuary, a chapel decorated entirely with
human bones. The cost of the trip includes transportation, entry fees, and
the guide, Miloš Čuřík.

Theresienstadt and Lidice
Date: 7.21., 9am (from hotel Inos)
Cost: 1000 CZK (about 43 USD)
Capacity: 8 students
This trip will include a tour of the Theresienstadt ghetto and
concentration camp and the memorial museum of Lidice, a town
leveled by the Nazis after the assassination of Heydrich. The cost of the
trip includes transportation, entry fees, and the guide, Miloš Čuřík.

Information about Our Venues
Inos Hotel (Sinkulova 23): Hotel Inos is located in Prague 4 near the river, about 10-15 minutes from
the center by public transport. The tram stop called Podolská vodárna is right by the hotel. About
seven minutes uphill by foot from the hotel there is a C line metro stop called Vyšehrad. Breakfast is
served from 7 to 10a.m. and there is free WiFi. Check the Inos information folder on the desk in
your rooms for extra services.
Shakespeare and Sons Bookshop (U Lužnického semináře 10): This English-language bookshop in
the heart of Prague is where the readings and symposium will take place. It is located on Malá strana
by Charles´ bridge. The name of the nearest public transportation stop is Malostranská (tram and Aline metro) but the easiest way to get to the bookshop from the hotel is to take the 17 tram to
Staroměstská and walk across the bridge.
Pinta Restaurant (Sinkulova 20): The restaurant is right across from hotel Inos and will be the
location of both our opening and closing parties as well as many of your conferences.
SEE MAPS BELOW!
Note: THE PSP STAFF WILL TAKE YOU TO ALL LOCATIONS
FROM THE INOS HOTEL DURING THE FIRST DAYS OF THE PROGRAM (see calendar)
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Star: Hotel Inos
Dark Blue Circle: Shakespeare and Sons bookshop
Black Line: The route of the 17 tram starting at Podolská Vodárna culminating in the Staroměstská
stop
Red squares: The Vyšehrad metro stop near the hotel and the Malostranská stop near the bookshop

Contacts
Richard Katrovas, director
(001) 269 267 5404
katrovas@aol.com
(note: the above is a US number; Richard can be reached most times at Krista Katrovas´s Czech
number, but is best reached by email or at room 505 at Inos hotel)

Krista Katrovas, assistant director
(+420) 721 158 467
kristayogagirl@gmail.com

Ema Katrovas, in-country coordinator
(+420) 603 563 351
ema.katrovas@gmail.com

Anna Katrovas, in-country assistant and night-life coordinator
(+420) 604 614 300
anna.katrovas@aauni.edu

Ella Katrovas, in-country assistant and PSP documenter
(+420) 733 412 787
ella42katrovas@gmail.com

